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McGOWAN GOVERNMENT — PLAN FOR JOBS 
Matter of Public Interest 

THE SPEAKER (Mr P.B. Watson) informed the Assembly that he was in receipt within the prescribed time of 
a letter from the Leader of the Opposition seeking to debate a matter of public interest. 
[In compliance with standing orders, at least five members rose in their places.] 
DR M.D. NAHAN (Riverton — Leader of the Opposition) [2.52 pm]: I move — 

That this house calls on the Premier to explain how he intends to deliver 150 000 additional jobs over 
five years, given that after two years of government all he has delivered is a failed Plan for Jobs and the 
highest unemployment rate in the nation. 

This morning the Premier delivered, with great fanfare, another glossy document with a lot of pictures of himself 
in it, in which he announced an increase in his job plan, from the 50 000 that he brought to the election to 150 000. 
That sounds like a big number—150 000 has a lot of zeros behind it. However, it went from a promise to an 
aspiration in a couple of hours when the Premier talked to Gareth Parker. He crab walked from a promise to an 
aspiration. As Gareth Parker pointed out, it is a big number, but it is nowhere near good enough. The Premier had 
a plan. It is called a budget. That budget has key performance indicators and a forecast based on the policies the 
Premier presented to the Parliament and the Western Australian public last year. Underlying that is forecast job 
growth of over 200 000. What happened? That is why the Premier crab walked from a promise to an aspiration. 
He is struggling to meet what he is already doing, and that is the point. We do not mind the Premier coming up 
with KPIs. Going two to three elections into the future is a bit outrageous and ridiculous—it is a kind of Clayton’s 
target that the government knows it will not have to meet. Nonetheless, we want a plan for jobs and we will hold 
the Premier accountable for the Plan for Jobs on which he won the last election. 
The real KPIs are dismal. As I said in question time, this government has presented the highest unemployment rate 
in the nation and the lowest employment growth in the nation, and today data came out showing that 
Western Australia has the lowest wages growth in the nation. The government has had some really lucky things 
going for it. The commonwealth government is shovelling money into its coffers at an unprecedented rate. There 
has been a regrowth in the mining sector, creating thousands of jobs every week. That is great, but the government 
had nothing to do with it. In fact, the government has hindered the mining sector every step of the way, like running 
a gauntlet. Despite that, the unemployment rate is growing. The army of unemployed today is larger than it was in 
March 2017. The unemployment rate is up, wage growth is low, employment growth is low, and the pool of 
unemployed is growing. Are those not KPIs? 
The government has failed, and no-one should be surprised. What has the government done to create jobs? The 
Treasurer says that he must get the budget back in order, and he has been doing that. He has introduced a raft of 
new taxes, including payroll tax. What does payroll tax do? It kills jobs. There have been two payroll tax increases. 
First, there has been an increase in the top marginal rate for big firms. Big firms hire people. Second, the Treasurer 
took away the exemption for trainees. Apart from the payroll tax increase, fees and charges are going up. We are 
running a gauntlet. The government could go out and give people more money in their pockets to spend in retail, 
hospitality, and tourism. Instead, the government has come up with the largest and meanest increase in fees and 
charges in decades. There has been a 19 per cent increase in electricity charges in 18 months. The government keeps 
saying that when it was elected, the economy was the worst since the Great Depression, and then what did it do? It 
increased electricity prices by 19 per cent and water rates, over 18 months, by 11 per cent. People had no money. 
The government then went out and identified some target areas. It wanted to diversify the economy, but tourism 
is down the gurgler. The state has the lowest retail sales growth—close to zero—in the nation. Housing growth is 
negative. Remember that before the election the then shadow Treasurer said that he supported the first home buyer 
bonus. The government needed to assist young people into housing, but the first thing the new government did 
was cut more than $20 million from the bonus. I can remember that the Treasurer said that it would have no impact 
on housing. He also said that payroll tax would not have an impact, the gold tax would not have an impact, and 
that taxes do not impact activity. That is strange. The minister for Metronet says the government has an integrated 
plan to build houses along railway lines, but who will buy all these new houses if the government has restricted 
migration to this state and placed a seven per cent additional duty on foreign buyers? The people attempting to 
build all those Metronet apartments and whatnot will tell us that it is dead. That was the dumbest policy I have 
ever heard. It was introduced in the eastern states to do one thing—slow the growth in investment and the increase 
in the price of housing, and the government has done that very effectively. House prices went down. When house 
prices go down for 10 years in a row, people say they are poor and they will not go out and spend. Their asset base 
is down, and they are struggling to meet their mortgages. Their first priority is to meet the mortgage, so they will 
not go shopping or on holidays. They will not do anything but save the roofs over their heads for their children 
and the future. If property values are decreasing, people will not spend and will not create jobs. That is what the 
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government warned of, and that is what it did. The government called it wrong. It is lucky that the mining sector 
is doing well, but that is despite the government and not because of it. The government has run that industry 
through a gauntlet, but it is powerful and on the way to recovery. It is investing, and that is great. Again, despite 
the government, the agricultural sector is doing well. Unless the government has some influence on the price of 
wheat, the exchange rate or rain, the government had no input. 
However, in the sectors that the government promised to help, it has been a drag on the economy—not a help! 
And the government is promising more! When will it focus on policy rather than spin? When will the government 
sit down, think things through, be honest and carry it through? Labor went into the last election and said that it had 
a plan for 150 000 jobs and no new taxes. That was a good policy! It backflipped. It said it had a plan to increase—
not cut—frontline services. But it is cutting them! That is really important because the people whose pockets it is 
ripping money out of have to rely more on government services, such as public schools, public hospitals, and 
public services and facilities. The government will deny it, but we and they know that it is cutting money to public 
schools, public hospitals and other facilities, including disability services. The Treasurer has bragged that he is 
getting the budget back into order. That is fair enough, but he cannot say, “We are bringing the budget back in 
order with massive increases in taxes and cuts to services and, by the way, we are also stimulating the economy.” 
Economics 101 is that governments can have a tight fiscal policy, which the Treasurer has done, or they cannot. 
Infrastructure is another way in which a government can stimulate the economy. How many kilometres of rail do 
members think the government is on track to build before the next election? How many jobs, besides bureaucrats 
and advisers, has Metronet created to date? Zip! 
Mr W.R. Marmion: How many trains has it built? 

Dr M.D. NAHAN: How many trains has it built? Zip! How many apartments along the railway line has it built? 
Zip! These guys have a plan to have a plan to have a plan and if it is not a good plan, they have a plan to walk 
away from it. That is what members opposite have done. The government’s plan is called the budget. The budget 
is based on 200 000 jobs over that period. The government is walking away from it. It is doing that because it 
knows that its existing plan is a complete and utter failure and always was. It was like this document with a bunch 
of pictures and motherhood statements, but it is not the plan that Western Australia needs. Western Australia needs 
a government that is committed to really creating jobs rather than just pretending that it is. 

MS M.J. DAVIES (Central Wheatbelt — Leader of the Nationals WA) [3.03 pm]: I rise to support the motion 
moved by the Leader of the Opposition. The government’s announcement this morning was a public relations 
stunt. I think the Premier woke up a couple of weeks ago and thought, “I have to speak to the IPA this morning. 
I must have something to say.” 

Dr M.D. Nahan: IPAA. 

Ms M.J. DAVIES: Sorry, I missed an A. The Premier needed something to say to the Institute of Public 
Administration Australia to have a bold vision and something to put out to the community to show that his 
government is doing something. Let us face it—a few things have gone wrong for the government over the last 
two years. Of course, we in the Nationals WA will focus on regional Western Australia, but the Leader of the 
Opposition has outlined the broader concerns. 

The Premier was correct when he answered some questions during question time today when he asked how an 
aspiration to create jobs could be immediately criticised. It is very difficult to do that, but when you put the lens 
on top of that, and we know that there is more spin in this government than we have seen in many years, it is hard 
to believe that. It is hard to keep the faith. In regional Western Australia that has been shown to be true in 
everything Labor has done since it came to government. The plan sounds good and looks good—more jobs, more 
people, and keywords such as confidence and stability, encouraging people to spend and invest and a diversified 
economy to share economic growth. I would say, “Well done, Premier!” if it were anything other than a PR stunt. 
I think all we have is a shiny new website with some very lofty ideals about things that we can never possibly 
measure because some of them are beyond the next two elections. Most people would be in furious agreement that 
it is good to have key performance indicators and aspirations, but they are not real. 

From a regional perspective, our constituents are rightly suspicious of this government. They are suspicious and 
are aggrieved about how this government has behaved over the last two years. They have no faith in this 
government and it has no credibility with them. The decisions this government has made have relegated them to 
second-class citizens—either through neglect, being careless, not consulting them or simply not understanding 
those constituents. The government’s record speaks for itself. I will remind members of the trail of 
mismanagement, destruction and neglect over the last two years. The first one is the demise of royalties for regions. 
That legislation and fund was well supported when we were in government because it sent a very clear message 
to regional Western Australians that they mattered and that there was a very clear pathway for them to partner with 
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government—and other levels of government and business—to deliver physical and social infrastructure for our 
communities. It forced the government to think about regional Western Australia. Every member who was part of 
that government and every member sitting on this side of the house when we were in government would know 
that. The question we get from everyone now is: how do we access royalties for regions? The answer is, simply, 
that they cannot. The government has cost-shifted a whole raft of things that should come out of the normal 
government budget, such as education, transport and the Water Corporation. They are things that will continue to 
grow because they are subsidies that are linked to population, so there will be a natural growth in addition to the 
rising consumer price index. That will slowly eat away the fundamentals of this program. A sum of $1 billion has 
been ripped out of royalties for regions. The rest of it has been relegated to pet projects from the Labor Party’s 
election promises. We are about to discover through a parliamentary inquiry that there was no rigour applied and 
it was absolutely at the behest of local members splashing cash around and big-noting themselves, with no strategy. 
Some very good work is being done on that and that will come out. This government has ripped $1 billion out of 
royalties for regions. That is why regional Western Australians are suspicious of this government and do not trust 
it when they hear these big statements. 

Let us talk about the attack on essential services, such as the Schools of the Air. I have a cracker of a quote from 
the Premier that I will come back to when I find it. It related to the Schools of the Air and going through the budget 
to find things that are nice-to-have but not need-to-have. That was the commentary. Before it all went pear-shaped 
and everyone cottoned on to what the government was doing, that was the Premier’s defence and the defence used 
by others who were selling the story. They said they were going through the budget and looking at things that were 
nice-to-have but not need-to-have. Were they not proven to be wrong! Other examples are the Moora Residential 
College, the cuts to community resource centres and the proliferation of fly in, fly out camps under this 
government. Fly in, fly out is the cancer of the bush. Multiple inquiries have been made into the impact of this 
activity on regional Western Australia. Is the government counting those as regional jobs? Those people do not 
live or invest in regional Western Australia. This goes to the heart of what this government has said about building 
a more prosperous regional Western Australia, which involves partnerships with local governments. How does 
that work when the state government is having a big disagreement with the City of Karratha, which did not want 
a 700-bed camp in its city because it has moved on from being a dormitory town? 

Dr D.J. Honey: It bullied them. 

Ms M.J. DAVIES: It bullied them. The government stood with Woodside and said that it would do everything 
it could to support that company. The only reason Woodside went down that path was that it was easier and 
more financially acceptable for it to manage its business. It was harder for it to work with the city and the 
community to come up with alternatives that would have meant that the City of Karratha could have continued 
growing and delivering on its people’s aspirations. This government did not do that. It said, “Have your 700-bed 
camp and while we’re at it, we’ll approve a few more.” It was absolutely disgraceful and the government will 
live with that decision. I do not think we can attain 30 000 or anything like that number of jobs in regional 
Western Australia, despite what the Leader of the Opposition and other opposition members have said about 
their growth targets, if there is no commitment to education and health. These are deal-breakers in regional WA, 
as they are in every community. 

We have seen case after case of the government coming in and ripping funding out of projects that had 
approvals. No new funds are being allocated, and if they are, they are allocated well into the out years. We saw 
an atrocious story on the front pages of the Geraldton Guardian and The West Australian about a poor lady who 
was on the floor of the emergency department of the Geraldton Hospital. The hospital staff are up to their 
eyeballs in work; they cannot cope. The amazing staff in the Geraldton Hospital are managing as best they can 
but the funding is not coming until the very end of the budget out years. There is the Laverton, Tom Price and 
Paraburdoo Hospitals. The Carnarvon aged-care facility had a plan and funding on the table, but the money was 
removed, just as money was removed from projects in the member for Moore’s electorate and in my electorate 
for aged-care infrastructure. From looking at the Wheatbelt Development Commission’s blueprint and other 
development commissions’ blueprints put together under the previous government, we see that aged care is 
a job creator in regional Western Australia. It comes with jobs but it keeps the people who helped to build our 
communities in those communities. 

In two years, this government has undermined a whole raft of plans and projects that would have delivered on jobs. 
This is why communities are sceptical. The government has done nothing but attack regional WA since it came to 
office, and our communities know it. The government has no credibility in our communities. People know that the 
government has a careless attitude about regional Western Australia and that it must continue to pay lip-service 
on regional issues. I think it is an absolute joke, and many people agree with me, that members like the 
Parliamentary Secretary to the Minister for Regional Development, who is charged with delivering regional 
development, decentralisation, jobs and the creation of opportunities in our regional communities, and other 



Extract from Hansard 
[ASSEMBLY — Wednesday, 20 February 2019] 

 p630c-641a 
Dr Mike Nahan; Ms Mia Davies; Mr Dean Nalder; Mr Mark McGowan; Mr Ben Wyatt; Mr Sean L'Estrange; Mr 

Bill Johnston 

 [4] 

regional members are sent out to the community to valiantly defend the government’s latest thought bubble. There 
are many, many quotes defending the rock lobster industry decision, defending the Schools of the Air decision and 
defending the community resource centres decision, including commentary from the Premier, who was very 
careless with his language in this house when he said, “Surely a mobile phone is the equivalent of a community 
resource centre.” That goes to the heart of how well this government understands regional Western Australia. I feel 
for those regional members, because they valiantly hold the party line, and then the government backflips because 
the community says, “Hang on a minute; we’re not up to this. We’re not taking this.” Then the members have to 
go out and say, “Yeah, we got it wrong. Sorry about that. It’s pretty tricky being a member of the Labor Party in 
Western Australia. But there’s more of us than anyone else!” But there will not be after the next election, because 
the government has lost the faith of regional Western Australians. 

The government has a careless attitude towards regional Western Australia and it has done nothing but attack the 
regions. Regional communities feel under siege. We have not even started on the performance of the Minister for 
Agriculture and Food and the agricultural sector, including live exports and the animal activist issues. This 
government has been found wanting on a raft of issues that go to the heart of generating a strong and vibrant 
economy for regional Western Australia. A website and an ambition that goes beyond the next election to the one 
after that is not something that can be measured; it is nothing more than a public relations stunt. We will not be 
endorsing the Premier’s plan for this state. 

MR D.C. NALDER (Bateman) [3.13 pm]: Firstly, I would like to reiterate the main points made by the Leader of 
the Opposition and the Leader of the Nationals WA. The Leader of the Opposition said that it is a plan for a plan 
for a plan. Interestingly, this government is long on what and very short on how. The government wants to talk 
about the things it will deliver, but when we ask the government how it will be achieved, there is dead silence. 
What we have seen from this government to date, and why we have little confidence in this new plan, is because 
it is about what the government wants to do, but there is no detail on how it will do it. 

We look at the past because it is an indicator of the future. Let us look at how the government has gone with its 
first jobs plan and diversifying the economy, as the Leader of the Opposition said. In tourism and agriculture, 
which the Premier talked about, as far as changing WA’s direction away from a reliance on mining, we have seen 
absolutely nothing. In fact, we have seen an abject failure in tourism. The government does not understand and 
cannot explain why it has failed. We got this new plan on what the government is going to do, but we have no 
confidence in how it is going to do it. There are a lot of motherhood statements in this plan that give us no 
confidence in the government’s ability to deliver. 

The Leader of the Nationals WA said that it is a PR stunt. It is exactly a PR stunt. This plan is a distraction from 
the government’s own failings. To reiterate some of the points raised. Recently we have seen issues with 
Huawei, the Albany wind farm, the crayfishing industry, the management of the Forrestfield–Airport Link 
project, rural education, community resource centres, and the list goes on. A list of issues is confronting this 
government, but it wants to try to push it away. The government is saying, “Look at us. Here’s this new plan.” 
The plan is a PR stunt to shift the focus away from the government’s inept incompetence and inability to govern 
Western Australia. 

I want to focus on the plan for 150 000 jobs the Premier announced today. According to the Premier on 6PR this 
morning, the plan applies from 30 June 2017. That means it incorporates 30 000 jobs that have already been added. 
Although, during question time, the Premier tried to make that an add-on. He said it was 150 000 jobs plus the 
30 000 jobs the government has delivered. But this morning the Premier said that the 150 000 jobs would 
incorporate what was delivered in the first two years of this government. I am taking the Premier at that point as 
saying that is what it is, so it is actually 120 000 jobs from now through to the end of 2024. If we look at the 
figures, we see that that is a 1.6 per cent growth in jobs. Under the previous Liberal–National government, 
averaged over the term of that government, jobs grew by 1.9 per cent. The government is forecasting jobs growth 
will be nearly 20 per cent less than during in the previous eight and half years of the former government. 

The Treasury forecast is interesting. Treasury’s forecasts—it was not aware of this new plan when these forecasts 
were set—are for the government doing nothing. If the government does nothing, this is the anticipated jobs growth 
in Western Australia. Taking this to its ultimate end, this Labor government’s plan will actually destroy 50 000 
jobs between now and 2024. That is what this government is doing. Actually, I have some confidence in that! 
I have some confidence in this government destroying 50 000 jobs! That is what the Premier is promoting. The 
Treasury papers show jobs growth of 1.75 per cent. The midyear review actually increased it to 1.75 per cent this 
financial year, and then it goes up to 2.25 per cent through to 2022. We are making the assumption that the figures 
are being straight-lined, because that is what is usually done—figures are usually flatlined for the following 
two years—because an extra couple of years seem to have been added that make no sense. Taking it through 
to 2024, if the 2.25 per cent growth is flatlined, 200 000 jobs will be created. Obviously, we have a great Minister 
for Tourism who has done a lot to promote tourism, because we know international student and tourist numbers 
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are down, and jobs have been lost. We know international student numbers are down by 5 000. Talking to the 
universities, they say that is around 1 250 jobs that have been lost. The government actually has a good record of 
destroying the 50 000 jobs that it is promising to do. 

Let me stop for a minute and reflect, because there may be something I am not considering. As the Premier said, 
when a target is set, it is an aspirational target—I heard it called “ambitious” during question time. It is either an 
ambitious or an aspirational target. We have an ambitious and aspirational target. When looking at setting targets 
and wanting to set a stretch goal, the target is set above systems growth. Treasury’s plan is based on forecasting 
what will happen because it is looking at iron ore prices and what that industry will do. It anticipates natural jobs 
growth and therefore the creation of jobs. Treasury is making an assumption that if the government does nothing, 
the economy will create 200 000 jobs. Maybe this Labor government is actually saying, “We’re going to commit 
to delivering 150 000 jobs on top of the 200 000 jobs.” That would be aspirational. Maybe that is the intention. 
Maybe we have misunderstood this current Labor government and the Premier’s goal is to deliver 350 000 jobs 
for the people of Western Australia. I will tell members what: if he delivered that, we would all sit back and 
applaud. We would all say, “That’s fantastic, Premier. My goodness me, I tip my hat.” There is no way he is telling 
the people of Western Australia, “To be honest, I’m destroying 50 000 jobs. Don’t tell them. My policy is to take 
50 000 jobs.” In question time I asked the Treasurer whether this was a pre-emptive announcement that he was 
going to downgrade the budget forecast. What did the Treasurer say on that question? Absolutely nothing. He 
attacked the Leader of the Opposition; he did not answer the question. I assume that it is not a pre-emptive 
announcement that he is reducing the budget forecast on jobs growth in Western Australia. I assume he is not 
doing that, so we can only be left to conclude that this government has a plan to reduce jobs by 50 000 or that 
by 2024 we are going to see an increase of 350 000 jobs in Western Australia. I look forward to the responses from 
the government about what option it is; it is either destroying 50 000 jobs or creating 350 000 jobs through to 2024. 
Heaven only knows why it is to 2024. As I have said before, this raises more questions than it answers. I reiterate 
the point of the Leader of the National Party that this is purely a public relations stunt and is designed to distract 
from the ineptitude of the current ministers and all the things that have been going wrong for this government. In 
addition to that, as the Leader of the Opposition said, it is a plan for a plan for a plan. It is full of motherhood 
statements. It is long on what the government is going to do, but when we dig into how it is going to do it, there is 
nothing. In two years of this government we have seen nothing about how it is going to achieve what it claims it 
is going to achieve. 

MR M. McGOWAN (Rockingham — Premier) [3.21 pm]: Obviously, this morning I launched Our Priorities, 
which is a set of 12 important key performance indicators for the government. It is a strategic plan for the 
Western Australia government to deal with a lot of longstanding issues confronting our state. Two of them are 
purely economic, and they relate to our target of creating 150 000 additional jobs from 30 June 2017 to 30 June 2024. 
As part of that, there would be 30 000 regional jobs for people living in the regions. On top of that, we are 
committed to our plan to get the state back to surplus and keep it in surplus, which, of course, is a way of paying 
down the enormous debt burden that we were left with and also giving confidence to industry to invest in 
Western Australia. The reason that we have engaged in targets is that we think that is what the state needs to make 
sure that the public sector, industry and the community understand where the state is going and what our aspirations 
and targets are. They are measurable and they are a comprehensive and accountable plan for the future of the state. 
I think that is what people want. The Liberal and National Parties are railing about the government actually having 
a plan as though something is wrong with that. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, there were no interjections when you spoke. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: They are railing. They are positively apoplectic. The government has come out with 
measurable targets, a plan and a website in which we detail progress on various issues that have confronted the 
state for a long time, and there has been limited headway in addressing them. 

Mr S.K. L’Estrange interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Churchlands! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: They are positively apoplectic. The Liberal government in New South Wales has done the 
same as we have done today. The Labor government in Queensland has done the same as we have done today. 
The idea behind it is that we hold governments now and in the future accountable for what they achieve. I expect 
that other governments in the future will do it. 

We took the advice of John Langoulant in his “Special Inquiry into Government Programs and Projects”. In that 
he said — 
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The Special Inquirer concluded that if the then Premier had a strategic vision for the State, it was not 
clearly stated to other Ministers and that Government lacked a shared and clear whole of government 
strategic perspective. This lack of a coherent vision of what the Government was seeking to achieve 
precluded agencies from developing cohesive plans by which policy and actions were coordinated. 

He went on with commentary along those lines. He recommended it, and other state governments have done it. 
I think that the public of Western Australia overwhelmingly wants plans and targets for the state. The only people 
who seem wildly opposed to plans or targets for the state are the Liberals and Nationals, and of course when they 
were in office, they did not have any plan. They were totally uncoordinated, they were a total mess and they left 
this state and this government with a very difficult legacy. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: There were no interjections the whole time you spoke in putting your point across; let the Premier 
have the same result. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: The opposition—Liberal and National Parties—is relentlessly negative. Nothing positive 
ever emerges from it, and I think the public sees it. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: This matter of public interest is about jobs. The Leader of the Opposition is saying there 
is no way that the target can be reached and the shadow Treasurer is saying that the target is too modest. We 
have two competing points of view. That might reflect the views of the shadow Treasurer about the Leader of 
the Opposition, which I read the other day on the ABC’s website. It might reflect that division and the storm 
that is coming. We all know a storm is coming in the Liberal Party. We all know the storm is coming; everyone 
can see it. 

We saw that the last government was an uncoordinated government—in effect two governments, the Liberals and the 
Nationals, running their own budgets. Treasury today is very relieved that it does not have to deal with that 
abhorrent situation that it had to deal with. In the last 18 months of the last Liberal government we saw 25 000 jobs 
lost in Western Australia and the economy in recession. 

Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Carine! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: That is what we saw—25 000 jobs lost and the economy in recession in Western Australia. 
Since we have come to office, 31 000 jobs have been created in Western Australia and we now have the highest 
participation rate in the country. We have business and consumer confidence back by virtually every measure, and 
in particular that of the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia. We want to continue that 
confidence and make sure that the public, the public sector and industry know that we want to continue to create 
jobs in Western Australia as a tangible means of improving the outcomes and lives of Western Australians across 
our state. 

The motion asks what the government is going to do about these things. I will tell members some of the things we 
have done so far, just so that they are aware. 

Mr A. Krsticevic interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Carine, do you want to go home early? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: These are just projects. There is the Albemarle project in Kemerton. Just so that members 
are aware, I went to Washington and met with Albemarle—I have met with it a number of times—about its project. 
It is investing more than $1 billion and creating anywhere up to 1 000 jobs on that important project in the south 
west. BHP has had the confidence to invest in South Flank. Rio Tinto has had the confidence to invest in 
Koodaideri. FMG has had the confidence to invest in Eliwana. We all know that under the last government those 
three projects would not have happened. 

Mr I.C. Blayney interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Geraldton! 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Because of the division in the last government, we know that those projects would not have 
happened. How short the opposition’s memory is. On top of that, while the National Party attacks them, this 
government is doing everything it can to bring the Browse and Scarborough projects onshore, and they will create 
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thousands of jobs in Western Australia. I must say that the working relationship we have had with the oil and gas 
industry, and in particular Woodside, has been very, very positive, and I think it would be fair to say that the 
attitude of the opposition towards these important projects is noted. 

Mr I.C. Blayney interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Member for Geraldton, we heard your comments in silence!  

Mr M. McGOWAN: You had your go and they did not let you speak. 

Mr I.C. Blayney interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: They did not; they did not let the member for Geraldton speak. 

The Leader of the Opposition asked what our plan to deliver is. I want to make one point up-front before I talk 
about the government’s plans and the other things we are doing. We intend to retain a strong and productive 
relationship with China. Hundreds of thousands of Western Australian jobs depend upon our relationship with 
China. I will be going back to China this year for the third time as Premier. It will be at least an annual event. 
China is this state’s largest trading partner, and retaining a strong relationship with China is very important for 
Western Australia. I must say that is the overwhelming view of industry in Western Australia—in fact, it is the 
united view of industry in Western Australia. When the Liberal Party in particular runs down and denigrates that 
relationship on virtually a daily basis, all it is doing is showing how unfit it is for office in Western Australia. Our 
relationships with Japan and Korea are also very important to this government, and we are making sure that we 
continue to keep that strong. 

Since this government has been in office, we have implemented the Western Australian Jobs Act to ensure a higher 
level of local content in government and government trading enterprise projects. We have established the 
WA Industry Link online portal, which is an advisory service for Western Australian small and medium-sized 
enterprises. We have rescued the Cleveland–Cliffs iron ore projects in Yilgarn. That was a huge effort, with 
Mineral Resources Ltd taking over that project, and 600 jobs being saved. We have created better job security for 
public sector staff. That is important to note. We have made technical and further education more affordable for 
students in our state. We have also secured additional expenditure for training by applying the Building and 
Construction Industry Training Fund to the mining industry. We have established the local capability fund for 
local small businesses. 

We are also creating Infrastructure WA. I note that the opposition did not ask me any questions today about 
Infrastructure WA. The opposition also did not ask me any questions about Perth’s Children’s Hospital. That is 
interesting, Treasurer. I was waiting for questions about the children’s hospital. The way it works is that the 
opposition normally comes out with questions about two weeks after the issue appears. I look forward to those 
questions tomorrow. Infrastructure WA has been well received by industry. The RAC, the Housing Industry 
Association of Western Australia, the Master Builders Association of Western Australia, the Property Council of 
Western Australia and the Chamber of Commerce and Industry of Western Australia all endorse what we 
announced yesterday to ensure more rigour in infrastructure projects in Western Australia. 

We are building Metronet, with billions of dollars from the federal Liberal–National government. One of my 
proudest achievements is getting all that money out of Canberra to create jobs in Western Australia. That is one of 
the things this government has done. Members opposite failed to get any traction from the commonwealth. We 
have been able to get billions of dollars out of the commonwealth. Do members opposite know what I did that was 
unique and not done during the former government’s eight and a half years? I went to Canberra and spoke with 
the federal government! I sat down with the Prime Minister and the various ministers and took them over our 
plans, and, bingo, we got billions of dollars. The Minister for Transport and I had a meeting with Malcolm Turnbull 
two weeks after we came to office 

Mr D.C. Nalder interjected. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Mr Speaker, I did not interject on them. 

We have achieved billions of dollars for Metronet, with the creation of thousands of jobs. We have a record spend 
on regional roads. Members opposite said we would not get that road funding. We got that road funding into 
Western Australia. We got billions of dollars out of the commonwealth. That will be a record spend on regional 
and city roads around the state. Despite the objections of the National Party, we have taken all that money from 
the city and put it into the country. The National Party objected vehemently to us doing that, but we have spent 
more money on regional roads, despite its objections. We are getting on with the job of the new Ocean Reef marina, 
which we are committed to and there is money in the budget for. We have launched the two-year action plan for 
tourism, and invested $425 million in destination marketing and events tourism. We have secured direct fights 
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between Perth and Tokyo. The Minister for Tourism went to Tokyo three times to secure that. He is the first 
tourism minister since 2011 to go to Japan. Members opposite snipe about that. They do not like it. But that is 
what we did. Daily flights between Tokyo and Perth will start on 1 September. We have introduced discounted 
fares to Broome, Monkey Mia and Carnarvon. Under our cruise ship strategy, the number of cruise ship visits to 
Western Australia will double. 

The manufacturing industry is a strong component of our state’s future. We are bringing train manufacturing back 
to Western Australia for the first time in 35 years. Under the former government, only two per cent of railcar 
manufacturing was done in Western Australia. That was basically covering the seats and tinting the windows. That 
was the extent of the former government’s efforts in that regard. 

We have brought in laws and arrangements to protect subcontractors—those important small businesses in our 
state. We have cut red tape through a range of liquor, planning and strata titles reforms. We have established 
Defence West, the Defence Science Centre and the defence industries strategic plan. We have established the 
lithium strategy. We are retaining and funding the exploration incentive scheme. Members may recall that was 
running out. We have provided $16.4 million for the new industries fund. We have established the Cyber Security 
Cooperative Research Centre at Edith Cowan University. 

On Sunday night, I went to an important event with international students at Government House. We are investing 
in StudyPerth, which will be run by Rod Jones. We are investing a significant amount of money to attract students 
to Western Australia. 

This government is also dealing with the finances of this state. We are the first government in 10 years to get 
upgrades to this state’s credit rating from both Standard and Poor’s and Moody’s. That has been hard. Dealing 
with the legacy is hard. We have to make difficult decisions. We have to run proper Expenditure Review 
Committee processes. We have to analyse government spend. We sometimes have to say no. We have to do all 
these things. 

Mr S.K. L’Estrange interjected 

The SPEAKER: Member for Churchlands, your side was heard in silence. 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Essentially, under the last government, there was no financial management. The last 
government had the worst debt and the worst deficit of any state government in living memory. On a per capita 
basis, it was the worst in history. No-one has ever seen that before. I have spoken to other Premiers. I have spoken 
to Liberal Premiers. I have spoken to senior federal Liberal members of Parliament at an important residence in 
Canberra, and they shake their head about the performance of the former Liberal government in this state and what 
was left to this government. It was appalling. 

Good financial management creates confidence. We can see that and we can feel that when we talk to industry and 
business in this state. When they hear about credit rating upgrades — 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members! Let us look at this. When this side of the house attacked that side of the house, 
members listened in silence. Members on that side of the house are now probably attacking back, and everyone 
wants to comment. Why can we not have an equal playing field and let both sides be equal? Why can members 
not listen to the Premier in silence? 

Mr M. McGOWAN: Getting the finances back on track is another part of this government’s legacy. We have 
runs on the board for creating jobs. We are implementing a plan for which we and future governments will be held 
to account. We are securing new projects. We are diversifying the economy. We have a responsible government 
in charge in Western Australia. That is what is occurring in Western Australia today. That is very different from 
the situation that existed between 2008 and 2017. 

MR B.S. WYATT (Victoria Park — Treasurer) [3.38 pm]: The Premier has outlined in great detail the exact 
answer to the motion moved by the Leader of the Opposition, which commences— 

That this house calls on the Premier to explain how he intends to deliver 150 000 additional jobs over 
five years … 

I have to say that a hell of a lot is going on. It is curious that the Leader of the Opposition says, “It’s too much; 
how are you going to get there?”, and the shadow Treasurer says, “It’s not bold enough; it’s too easy.” The 
argument put by the shadow treasurer is that if the government does nothing, we will get 200 000 jobs. That is an 
obscure argument. However, that is not unusual in this place, and we will do our best to try to respond in detail. 
I was intrigued by something the shadow Treasurer said, and I wrote it down. He said, “The past is an indicator of 
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the future.” I want to reflect on that for a minute, because I agree with him. We are in furious agreement on that. 
The last 20 years have shown that the Liberal–National coalition is destructive for the economy and the finances 
of the state. That is what they have shown. There is no doubt about that; members do not need to listen to me, they 
can look at the facts. It is the simple reality. When we look at something the former government had that is vaguely 
like what we are doing, it was the budget fiscal targets. When I became Treasurer, this is what I inherited. The first 
target by the former government was to ensure that expenditure does not exceed revenue growth—no. The second 
target was to maintain a cash surplus from operating activities for the general government sector of at least 
50 per cent of the infrastructure spend—no. The third target was to maintain total non-financial public sector net 
debt below 55 per cent of revenue—no. The fourth and final target was to maintain a public sector cash operating 
surplus of at least five per cent of receipts—no. Is there any wonder that the Liberal and National Parties come in 
here furious that a government is burning itself with its strict key performance indicators? They come in here 
furious that the government would have the audacity to hold itself to account to targets that the Leader of the 
Nationals WA said are meaningless. When we have a target that says we want to achieve a 23 per cent reduction 
in the number of Aboriginal adults in prison, that means something. A target that says we want to achieve 
a 15 per cent reduction in the proportion of the WA population who have taken an illicit drug in the past 12 months 
means something. A target that says we want to increase by 10 per cent the number of children developmentally 
on track for all five Australian Early Development Census domains means something. We are burning ourselves 
with these targets. Governments do not have to do them; the previous government certainly did not. Indeed, the 
Leader of the Opposition said in response to Mr Langoulant’s inquiry — 

“I don’t think if we had an overall strategic plan that would have made any difference”. 
He was probably right, because by that point, the divisions in the former government were so diabolical that it 
could not hope to try to get the public sector into a position of agreement around what the government should be 
doing—absolutely not.  

I am interested because the Leader of the Opposition spent his time—he was not really speaking to the motion, but 
that is not in itself unusual—talking about the finances more broadly.  

Several members interjected.  

The SPEAKER: Members, if you want a meeting, go outside, please.  

Mr B.S. WYATT: I want to quote the Leader of the Opposition, because often he is quite quotable. This is what 
he said last week reflecting on his time in government in his response to the Premier’s Statement. I quote the 
Leader of the Opposition — 

… the unemployment rate was high and in many areas people were struggling to find jobs.  

… 

Wages were declining, or flat. … It was very difficult to run any businesses other than in the mining 
sector. That made this state even more dependent on the resource sector and the inherent volatility in that 
sector, and the economy needed to be resuscitated.  

Correct, Mr Speaker. 
Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition. 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I spent time and again on that side of the house saying to the then government that it had 
the audacity to take the balance sheet capacity of consecutive governments—one, two, three governments—
into the future, so when governments come in, how are we expected to find the balance sheets in the 
circumstances of economic downturn? How do we do it when Mike Nahan, Colin Barnett et al. did such damage 
to the balance sheet? Thankfully, as the Premier alluded to, through a lot of hard work we are now repairing 
that balance sheet. That is why one of those goals is to ensure that we have healthy and sustained surplus 
positions, not just to ensure that we do the first thing that has not been done since Eric Ripper was Treasurer—
reduce debt—but also to protect the state from any external shocks that may come along, and they are likely to 
come along one way or the other.  

I will not cop for one minute from the mob who handed over to me, the Premier and the government an economy 
that was shedding 18 000 jobs a year, a critique about a standard being set by the new government to create 
jobs. I will not cop that for one minute. The financial vandals sitting on the front bench, who are still in this 
place, drove the state into its only recession on record and were losing 18 000 jobs a year, are now complaining 
about economic growth and the creation of 18 000 jobs a year—not a reduction, but creation. That is not a bad 
start and I do not think Western Australians are going to be too fussed. In fact, I think they will be pretty well 
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supportive of a government that says, “This is important for the government. These are the things that we want 
the public sector and ministers in government to work together around ensuring we achieve these outcomes.” 
I cannot work out for the life of me why the opposition would be so cranky and furious about that. Although 
we have not heard any mea culpa from members of the opposition around what they left when they lost 
government, no mea culpa whatsoever, I would like to think that perhaps that anger is being driven by 
embarrassment, by a government that is managing to turn things around, whether it comes through social policy; 
justice; methamphetamine, Minister for Police; in the finances of the state; or the debt projections. Things are 
getting better at every turn.  

The Leader of the Opposition said, “It’s all easy now because you have the mining boom back.” I want to put some 
perspective. The current level of business investment in the mining sector is about 20 to 24 per cent of what it was 
during the peak during the former government.  

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition!  

Mr B.S. WYATT: That gives members some perspective on the current period of mining investment. Despite 
that huge investment under the term of the former government, and despite record revenue growth, what did it 
leave? Debt on its way to $41 billion, the largest operating deficits in the state’s history and an economy in 
recession with jobs being shed. That takes some time to turn around. I am interested in the rhetoric from a range 
of members on the other side who say, “You’ve got the highest unemployment rate in the country, you’re 
a failure.” Our focus is on creating jobs. I have explained in here time and again about the impact of the 
participation rate in WA. The opposition does not listen to me. The Premier has already said that if we had the 
average participation rate of the other states, our unemployment rate would be about 4.7 per cent. I can keep 
saying this but the opposition will not listen to me. I want to quote somebody very respected, Alan Duncan from 
the Bankwest Curtin Economics Centre, reflecting upon the unemployment rate in WA. According to my notes, 
on ABC radio on 1 February, three weeks ago, he said the unemployment figures are a positive sign; 
unemployment is rising more because more people are looking for work rather than there being a decline in the 
number of jobs available. 

Listen, opposition members. That is why the focus on creating jobs means that as more Western Australians come 
into the job market, they can get matched with a job. That is what we are trying to achieve. That is why over the 
last seven years we have seen record increases in business investment, business confidence and retail data. The 
shadow Treasurer—or it might have been the Leader of the Opposition, I apologise—said we have the worst retail 
figures in the country. That is just not right or true. But the Leader of the Opposition just says stuff, because that 
is what he does regardless of the truth of the matter.  

Dr M.D. Nahan interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Leader of the Opposition, it is the last time.  

Mr B.S. WYATT: Just the other day on radio, under pressure from Gareth Parker about the John Holland 
litigation, the Leader of the Opposition said that the government took practical completion of the Perth Children’s 
Hospital against advice from the Department of Health. As we have explained, as the opposition’s own shadow 
Treasurer confirmed in a parliamentary report, we took practical completion on advice, because that was  
the recommendation from government agencies. The Leader of the Opposition knows that, yet he says these 
things in the public space because he has a problem with the truth. That has been confirmed and highlighted by 
many people.  

I think the Premier has outlined in great detail the efforts we are going to to ensure that the 150 000 jobs that we 
are looking to create will indeed be created. The Leader of the Opposition says we are not going to get there; the 
shadow Treasurer says it is not good enough. I hope it is more, and if it is more, that will certainly be a wonderful 
thing, but we are not a government that is afraid to hold itself to account for the key outcomes—I have gone 
through a few—that matter to people and that the Leader of the National Party said are irrelevant and do not mean 
a thing. We are keen to hold ourselves to account, and I hope this sets a trend in Western Australia to ensure that 
future governments do the same thing. In light of that wonderful performance and outline by the Premier, I am 
going to move an amendment. 

Amendment to Motion 

Mr B.S. WYATT: I move — 

To delete all words after “five years” with a view to inserting the following words — 

and now that that has been explained, congratulates the Premier and the government on this objective 
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Division 

Amendment (deletion of words) put and a division taken with the following result — 
Ayes (37) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr W.J. Johnston Mr P. Papalia Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Mr J.N. Carey Mr D.J. Kelly Mr S.J. Price Mr D.A. Templeman 
Mrs R.M.J. Clarke Mr F.M. Logan Mr D.T. Punch Mr P.C. Tinley 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr M. McGowan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr R.R. Whitby 
Ms J. Farrer Ms S.F. McGurk Mrs M.H. Roberts Ms S.E. Winton 
Mr M.J. Folkard Mr K.J.J. Michel Ms C.M. Rowe Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Ms J.M. Freeman Mr S.A. Millman Ms R. Saffioti Mr D.R. Michael (Teller) 
Ms E. Hamilton Mr Y. Mubarakai Ms A. Sanderson  
Mr T.J. Healy Mr M.P. Murray Ms J.J. Shaw  
Mr M. Hughes Mrs L.M. O’Malley Mrs J.M.C. Stojkovski  

 

Noes (18) 

Mr I.C. Blayney Mr P. Katsambanis Mr W.R. Marmion Mr D.T. Redman 
Ms M.J. Davies Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup Mr J.E. McGrath Mr P.J. Rundle 
Mrs L.M. Harvey Mr A. Krsticevic Dr M.D. Nahan Ms L. Mettam (Teller) 
Mrs A.K. Hayden Mr S.K. L’Estrange Mr D.C. Nalder  
Dr D.J. Honey Mr R.S. Love Mr K. O’Donnell  

            
Pair 

Ms M.M. Quirk Mr V.A. Catania 

Amendment thus passed. 

MR S.K. L’ESTRANGE (Churchlands) [3.55 pm]: I will speak very briefly to this motion. 

The SPEAKER: You cannot after the question has been asked. Apparently you have 48 seconds left; you can talk 
on that. 

Mr S.K. L’ESTRANGE: I just make the point that this is nothing more than a government stunt. It reinforces the 
absolute arrogance and hubris of the Premier that he has to insert words to pat himself on the back. It is a disgrace 
and he is turning his back on the people of Western Australia who are doing it tough with cost-of-living increases, 
which he is ignoring in his plan because he has no plan to deal with it. 

MR W.J. JOHNSTON (Cannington — Minister for Mines and Petroleum) [3.56 pm]: Talk about a stunt! 
Here are the members who come in here without being able to quote a single word from any member on this side. 
They come in here, make things up, and then say, “You’re not being held to account for things you never said, 
promises you never made, things you never did”, but it is not good enough. 

Several members interjected. 

The SPEAKER: Members, I will hear this in silence, please. 

Mr W.J. JOHNSTON: It is not good enough for them. They come in here without doing the work. It is the laziest 
opposition in the history of Western Australia. The only opposition member in the place who has done any work 
is retiring—the member for South Perth. All the rest of them have no idea what they are doing. The member for 
South Perth is the only one who is actually in touch with his industry, and he supports us! It is just a disgrace. This 
is an opposition with no hope. 

It was really interesting that the opposition talked about leadership. I was very impressed by the tweet from the 
member for Bateman after The West Australian journalist wrote all those unkind things about the member for 
Riverton. There he was, the member for Bateman, on the front foot, defending the Leader of the Opposition on 
Twitter. Actually, he did not do that; he put a media release out saying how unfair Gary Adshead had been to the 
member for Riverton. Oh, that is right—he did not do that either. We know what sort of team members opposite 
have, and that is why they come in here, never doing any work, never doing anything, never being prepared, not 
knowing what they are talking about, and then they complain about a stunt!  

Division 

Amendment (insertion of words) put and a division taken with the following result — 
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Ayes (37) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr W.J. Johnston Mr P. Papalia Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Mr J.N. Carey Mr D.J. Kelly Mr S.J. Price Mr D.A. Templeman 
Mrs R.M.J. Clarke Mr F.M. Logan Mr D.T. Punch Mr P.C. Tinley 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr M. McGowan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr R.R. Whitby 
Ms J. Farrer Ms S.F. McGurk Mrs M.H. Roberts Ms S.E. Winton 
Mr M.J. Folkard Mr K.J.J. Michel Ms C.M. Rowe Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Ms J.M. Freeman Mr S.A. Millman Ms R. Saffioti Mr D.R. Michael (Teller) 
Ms E. Hamilton Mr Y. Mubarakai Ms A. Sanderson  
Mr T.J. Healy Mr M.P. Murray Ms J.J. Shaw  
Mr M. Hughes Mrs L.M. O’Malley Mrs J.M.C. Stojkovski  

 

Noes (18) 

Mr I.C. Blayney Mr P. Katsambanis Mr W.R. Marmion Mr D.T. Redman 
Ms M.J. Davies Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup Mr J.E. McGrath Mr P.J. Rundle 
Mrs L.M. Harvey Mr A. Krsticevic Dr M.D. Nahan Ms L. Mettam (Teller) 
Mrs A.K. Hayden Mr S.K. L’Estrange Mr D.C. Nalder  
Dr D.J. Honey Mr R.S. Love Mr K. O’Donnell  

            
Pair 

Ms M.M. Quirk Mr V.A. Catania 

Amendment thus passed. 

Motion, as Amended 

Question put and a division taken with the following result — 
Ayes (37) 

Ms L.L. Baker Mr W.J. Johnston Mr P. Papalia Mr C.J. Tallentire 
Mr J.N. Carey Mr D.J. Kelly Mr S.J. Price Mr D.A. Templeman 
Mrs R.M.J. Clarke Mr F.M. Logan Mr D.T. Punch Mr P.C. Tinley 
Mr R.H. Cook Mr M. McGowan Mr J.R. Quigley Mr R.R. Whitby 
Ms J. Farrer Ms S.F. McGurk Mrs M.H. Roberts Ms S.E. Winton 
Mr M.J. Folkard Mr K.J.J. Michel Ms C.M. Rowe Mr B.S. Wyatt 
Ms J.M. Freeman Mr S.A. Millman Ms R. Saffioti Mr D.R. Michael (Teller) 
Ms E. Hamilton Mr Y. Mubarakai Ms A. Sanderson  
Mr T.J. Healy Mr M.P. Murray Ms J.J. Shaw  
Mr M. Hughes Mrs L.M. O’Malley Mrs J.M.C. Stojkovski  

 

Noes (18) 

Mr I.C. Blayney Mr P. Katsambanis Mr W.R. Marmion Mr D.T. Redman 
Ms M.J. Davies Mr Z.R.F. Kirkup Mr J.E. McGrath Mr P.J. Rundle 
Mrs L.M. Harvey Mr A. Krsticevic Dr M.D. Nahan Ms L. Mettam (Teller) 
Mrs A.K. Hayden Mr S.K. L’Estrange Mr D.C. Nalder  
Dr D.J. Honey Mr R.S. Love Mr K. O’Donnell  

            
Pair 

Ms M.M. Quirk Mr V.A. Catania 

Question thus passed. 
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